
Palm Sunday reflection 

The bible readings these last weeks of Lent are all stories of conversations, 

primarily between Jesus and others: Satan, Nicodemus, the unnamed 

Samaritan woman, the man born blind, and his good friends Martha and Mary. 

In each conversation Jesus is questioned. The questioner is in some cases 

hostile, or perplexed, curious or reproachful. In each case Jesus gives replies 

which require some work, either because they are ambiguous, or because they 

are outside the experience of the questioner. He refuses to be defined or 

pinned down by others. 

As we come to Palm Sunday, the crowd too asks who Jesus is, and what is he 

doing? He is entering Jerusalem at Passover, one of the most important 

festivals in the Jewish calendar, and the festival which has most to do with 

deliverance. He is entering at the same time as the Roman soldiers marching in 

to keep the peace. On one level it is a direct challenge to Roman authority. He 

is proclaiming the liberation of the Jewish people, weary and heartsore under 

occupation. 

On another level he is saying something else. Although his entry into Jerusalem 

echoes the words of the prophet Zechariah, looking for the Messiah, the one 

who would rescue and redeem Israel, his very humility raises questions. What 

sort of redeemer is this? As we see over the course of the next week, his is not 

the way of a warrior, but rather the way of powerlessness and pain. This is 

often the lot of the prophet, speaking God’s words to those who do not want 

to hear and taking the consequences. This might seem a completely thankless 

calling. 

Why does he do what he does? For the same reason he has said and done 

everything during his ministry. Because he is open to God’s prompting. He 

takes note, acts on what he perceives God to be communicating. He is coming 

from such a place of intimacy with God that it is second nature. 

He refuses to be pinned down by the expectations of the crowd. He refuses to 

be pinned down by our expectations: our need for comfort, for control, for 

security. He leads us along surprising paths, sometimes unwelcome, often 

mysterious, deeper into the heart of God.  

As we ask Jesus our questions, and as we wait for tentative answers, let us be 

willing to suspend our judgement, and to be surprised. 


